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KEY NOTE: LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!  
 

Thursdayôs Keynote Address was given by Bishop Herbert 

W. Chilstrom, who was the 

Bishop of the Minnesota Synod 

of the LCA as well as the first 

presiding bishop of the ELCA.  

Bishop Chilstrom also has ties to 

Via de Cristo, as he attended 

Weekend #1 at Normandale 

Church, back in 1980. 

All delegates and visitors have 

been dealing with getting around 

construction, and Bishop Chilstrom had to as well when he 

arrived ï though when he didnôt see any people around, he 

wondered whether the Lord had come back, and he was the 

only one left at Billy Grahamôs college!  Throughout the talk 

that followed, Bishop Chilstrom brought in his Swedish Lu-

theran heritage, which centers on worship, personal piety, 

world vision and justice for all people. 

With our weekendôs focus on light, Bishop Chilstrom told 

us about his morning walks, how he started getting up 45 

minutes early to get physical exercise but it became an exer-

cise in spirituality, time for reflection and renewal.  On cold 

Minnesota mornings, he said, you can FEEL the light com-

ing, and nothing is going to hold it back.  As Luther said, it 

shakes off the ñdull slothò of night time. 

He went on to tie together ñlightò and the Holy Spirit ï 

though when he first started looking into the Holy Spirit, he 

found he had taken far fewer notes on it than on God the Fa-

ther and Jesus the Son.  Luther did, however, write exten-

sively on the Spirit, and how it is the source of light. It can go 

by many names:  Comforter, Counselor, Helper, Friend, Ad-

vocate, even ñSomeone-to-Stand-by-You.ò  And of course the 

Spirit is all of these, and can meet the needs of a broken but 

healing child of God. 

We donôt capture the Light, but it is in us, reflected through 

witness, fruits and gifts: 

¶ Godôs Spirit bears witness with our spirit, as when 

Bishop Chilstrom, as a 14 year old, felt the Spirit touch 

him at Green Lake Bible Camp, when he looked at the 

stars. 

¶ When it comes to the fruit of the Spirit, a master gar-

dener like Bishop Chilstrom is aware of how naturally 

things grow.  And while Galatians 5:22 provides a long 

list of the fruits of the Spirit, ñlove would have been 

enough.ò 

¶ Though fruits are for everyone, gifts are individual ï but 

Thursday Opening Worship 
 

The 2010 National Lutheran Secre-

tariat Annual Meeting opened Thurs-

day afternoon with almost 200 dele-

gates, visitors and host team members 

lifting their voices in song to the 

Lord.  In a ñBlue Roomò filled with 

chandeliers of light, the music team 

led us through such favorites as ñHere 

I Am to Worship,ò ñCome, Now is 

the Time to Worshipò and a Minne-

sota original written by delegate Jill 

Norell, ñI Lift My Voice.ò  Pastor Ed Glimpse walked the at-

tendees through words of confession that proclaimed ñthe 

Light of Christò in the midst of our failings and forgetfulness. 

After a reading of the gospel, Matthew 5: 13-16, Pastor Nate 

Lundgrenôs sermon tied together salt and light.  An alternate 

reading of the gospel passage asked, ñIf you lose your salti-

ness, how will people taste Godliness?ò and reminded us that 

God is ñnot going to hide (us) under a bucketò - He wants us 

to shine.  We need to season life - our personal life, and how 

we live it, may be our most effective sermon.  Pastor Nate 

closed by referencing Gutzon Borglum, who, when asked how 

he sculpted Mount Rushmore, said he ñdynamited away 4,000 

tons of granite to expose it.ò  God does that to us - He invites 

us to BE salt and light, and chips away the useless stuff.  Chip 

on, Lord! 

Pastor Doug Givens led the commissioning of the 2010 NLS 

delegates, and following a warm sharing of the peace, the at-

tendees celebrate Eucharist.  While a reverent and worshipful 

mode had been established during the service, it ended with  

rollicking renditions of ñI Saw the Lightò and ñThis Little 

Light of Mine.ò  We are off to a good start for the 2010 NLS 

Annual Meeting.   

with the same purpose:  through us, that others might 

come to see Christ. 

 

Bishop Chilstrom connected these points together by tell-

ing us about his brother Dave:  while he himself may have 

traveled the world and been in positions of power, his devel-

opmentally challenged brother lived most of his life within 

six blocks ï yet Daveôs strong faith identified him as a ófirm 

believer.ò We all have unique gifts, yet one spirit to unite us.  

The Holy Spirit meets our needs in everything. Through us, 

the Spirit works and others see the Light ï let your light 

shine! 
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ORIENTATION  
 

Larry Witham, the past President of NLS (2003-06), gave a 

sunny greeting and orientation to the almost 100 attendees, 

many of whom were first-timers to NLSAM.  Larry reviewed 

the history of Cursillo/Via de Cristo, overviewed the schedule 

(with emphasis on sitting with others at mealtimes to get to 

know those from around the country), what happens at the busi-

ness sessions, and seminars.  Larry explained and encouraged 

the participants to attend the small group sessions to learn more 

about how weekends are done in different regions. 

 

Attendees were encouraged to sign the numerous palanca post-

ers in the palanca room and to pray for the upcoming weekends 

represented on each poster.  The prayer chapel is always open 

and offers a quiet place for prayer and reflection throughout the 

NLS weekend.  Larry asked Michelle Waldron and a few of her 

palanca team, who were present, to stand. Worship was dis-

cussed and he mentioned the only time an offering is taken will 

be at the last worship service on Saturday.  Larry answered a 

few questions and clarified items such as when seminars are 

offered twice you have two opportunities to attend the three 

offerings.  

MUSIC 
 

Each NLSAM is blessed with music and this year is no ex-

ception.  Byron Dockter, our lead musician, tells us he began 

pretending to play the piano on cigarette ads.  His mom finally 

bought him a piano 

at age ten.  He has 

been improvising in 

his own personal 

style ever since.  

Byron is a church 

organist at Atone-

ment  and at 

Shepard of the 

Lake, and he also 

works as a regis-

tered nurse.  We 

hope you enjoy his special style of playing.  He has also or-

ganized the groups who participate in the worship services and 

at our evening coffeehouse entertainment. 

Thursday Evening Worship 

Guitars and a banjo greeted the NLS attendees as they en-

tered the Blue Room for Thursday eveningôs worship service.  

The Minnesota Metro Regionôs Norwich Singers provided the 

music for this service, continuing the theme of ñlightò with 

songs such as ñI Saw the Lightò and ñI Am the Lightò. 

Pastor Jerry Lanesô meditation centered on confusion and 

clarity:  he might know what to expect during a Via de Cristo 

weekend, but this NLS meeting is raising questions about how 

weekends are conducted elsewhere.  The Gospel lesson for 

tonight began with the Jewsô questions about John the Baptist:  

who was he, and from where did he receive his authority?  

Much like Chippy the Parakeet, who one minute is sitting 

calmly in his cage and the next is sucked into a vacuum 

cleaner, dunked in cold water and blasted with hot air, our 

lives can be fine one moment and the next weôre facing a pink 

slip, divorce papers, sickness, or the police on our doorstep 

with our child.  Life can be calm but suddenly stormy, and we 

lose our joy and our song.  Pastor Jerry asked if John can teach 

us to point to the Son of God in these circumstances ï in fact 

ñto run to Him, who existed from the beginning.ò  With Jesus, 

ñthe Word became flesh and moved into the neighborhood,ò 

and once that Light shines in your life, nothing is ever the 

same. 

Pastor Jerry ended with a lovely analogy of how a worthless 

old violin suddenly becomes treasured with the touch of a 

masterôs hand.  So too our lives, when the Master touches us. 

This evening service ended with a Service of Light, in 

which all lighted and raised a candle, as the Norwich Singers 

led us in ñAwesome God.ò As candles were raised throughout 

the room, it created a lovely sight. 

Ten Commandments Minnesota Style 
 

1. Derôs only one God, ya know. 

2. Don't make that fish on your mantle an idol 

3. Cussing ainôt Minnesota nice. 

4. Go to church even when youôre up nort. 

5. Honor your folks. 

6. Donôt kill.  Catch and release 

7. There is only one Lena for every Ole. No cheatinô 

8. If it ainôt your lutefisk, donôt take it. 

9. Donôt be bragginô about how much snow ya shoveled. 

10. 10. Keep your mind off your neighborôs hotdish. 
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STRONG SCENTS 
 

Please be aware that some people are 

highly allergic to scents such as perfumes, 

hair sprays, etc.  Please refrain from using 

them.  If you need an alternative, check 

with the host team for their supplies.  

Thank you!     

PALANCA  

POSTERS 
 

Donôt forget to sign all of 

the posters located in Riley 

Hall (lower level) room 

#1209.   

NEED A RIDE? 
 

On behalf of the 2010 NLS Transportation Team, we say 

Velkommen to Minnesota. 

 

It has been our privilege to serve you with the rides from the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport to Northwestern College.  We are 

enjoying the opportunity to serve you with golf cart rides dur-

ing our gathering and we promise to get you back safely to the 

airport at the end of 

our time together.  

As with all of the 

host team members, 

we hope to make 

your time here in 

Minnesota pleasant 

and memorable.  

 

St. Paul compares 

the body of Christ with parts of the human body.   With joyful 

hearts, the transportation team is using our God-granted gifts of 

hands, eyes and right foot (although one team memberôs right 

foot was a slight bit heavier than the others on Thursday morn-

ing).   

 

Please, please, please - let us know how we may serve you this 

weekend.  Feel free to talk to the host team members in the blue 

polo shirts and/or with the ñAsk Meò buttons. 

Our gracious Lord God loves you so very, very much and so do 

we! 

THURSDAY NIGHT COFFEE HOUSE  
 

The Norwich Singers 

moved their equipment 

from worship in the 

Blue Room to the 

Robertson Student 

Center for evening 

entertainment.  The 

group consists of Paul 

and Betsy Hanson, Tom and Debbie Eckstein and John Sun-

dell, who opened within ñAll Godôs Critters Got a Place in 

the Choir.ò  All present enjoyed the pleasant blending of 

voices and the talents of these folks.   
 

And then Gladys wandered in . . . And left us the following:  

 

The 99th Rollo 
 

I was wandering around looking for my small group, ok 

Iôll admit it, I was lost.  I never went to college. 
 

I happened to come upon this group of people in this 

large room, they were singing, and laughing and 

whooping it up.  The Spirit led me to join them, besides 

I was lost and hungry. By the way, the Norwich Singers 

has nothing to do with a sandwich.  Paul and Betsy did 

provide food for the soul. 
 

Well, just as God would have it, I happened to have a 

copy of the 99th Rollo in my bag!!!  AND there was a 

microphone!!!  AND I heard a lot of the people there 

didnôt have cars, so they couldnôt leave!!!   (God is 

good!) 
 

I thought (get it?) that it would be a good idea to share 

my Rollo with all those nice people.  It was a wonderful 

experience, and I also was able to ask some haunting 

questions that have bothered me for a long time.  Like, 

what disease did cured ham really have anyway?   

Someone came up to me afterwards and told me I could 

be a ñChaò some day!  Iôm not sure what that is, but I 

hope it has something to do with food. 
 

I have to go now - I hear a bell ringing, and Iôm not 

sure the sound is coming from outside my head.  De-

Colores!! - Gladys 

 

We thank the Metro Region for providing Thursdayôs enter-

tainment.    
SMALL GROUPS 

Lady slippers �± loons �± skeeters �± on a stick!!   
 

Small groups sessions for the 2010 NLS were grouped around 

common, well-known Minnesota symbols ï and at Thursday 

eveningôs first get-together, attendees found each other under 

their symbol on a stick.  If only you could be here for Augustôs 

State Fair, where you could find bacon, pickles and even hot-

dish on a stick! 


