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OPENING WORSHIP  

The 32nd NLS Annual 

Meeting opened with a Holy 

Communion Service at the Cor 

Jesu Chapel.  One of the open-

ing songs called us to rise and 

sing our praises ñfrom the 

mountains to the valleysòé

(and this weekend óto the 

beachesô) The music team in-

troduced this yearôs beautiful 

theme song, ñOne In The Sonò, 

which was composed by direc-

tor Janet Cunningham.   

Pastor Tom Slager opened 

the service.  Bishop John Miller, who would later be our 

keynote speaker was introduced.  Don Armbrust, co-chair of 

the Florida host com-

mittee, acknowledged 

Barry University for 

hosting the NLS An-

nual Meeting by intro-

ducing the Director of 

Special Events, Monica 

Soto.  Ms. Soto has 

worked with the Host 

Team for two and half 

years and gave a gracious welcome to the NLS attendees.   

The homily was given by Pastor Darrell Stuehrenberg, 

who spoke to us about the power of Godôs love.  He referred 

to Paulôs letter to the Ephesians of how deep, how wide, how 

long, how high is the 

love of our Heavenly 

Father. He reminded us 

that we often take Godôs 

love for granted and that 

the Via de Cristo move-

ment helps us to fall in 

love over and over again 

wi th Him. Pastor 

Stuehrenberg talked 

about the importance of 

being with each other, 

coming back to the foun-

dation, and the privilege 

of being a part of these weekends and opening this gift of 

Godôs love.   

The service was a beautiful opening for preparing our 

hearts to receive what God has in store for this weekend.     

KEYNOTE: BISHOP JOHN MILLER  
 

Bishop Miller, former biologist / scientist who spent his first 

18 years studying creation, has now devoted his life to study-

ing the Creator.  He shared a touching testimony of how the 

death of his four month old son brought him to Christ in a way 

that only God could have orchestrated.  Bishop Miller talked 

of the importance of local and global missions. We all need to 

get on the same page and become ñOne in the Son.ò 

All attendees were instructed to 

retrieve a single match from 

books of matches. Bishop Miller 

states that the light from one 

match lit in a dark place, such as 

a cave, can pierce the darkness. 

The work of the church is to carry 

the light of Jesus Christ into the 

dark and lonely world. 

We are reminded of Simeon, a 

righteous and devout Jew, who 

was waiting for the Messiah. When the infant baby Jesus was 

brought to the temple, Simeon immediately knew that the 

Light had come, the Savior of the world as recorded in Luke 

chapter 2. 

We are commissioned by Jesus himself. Jesus says in the 

book of John that He is the light of the world.  In the book of 

Matthew Jesus says: We are the light of the world. Are we 

ready, willing and able to go forth and share the Light of 

Christ with the dark and dying world? 

We all come to Via de Cristo where we all know Christ, but 

we need to get out into the world and take the light of Christ to 

those in need. 

Question: What do people see in us? Is it the Crucified 

Christ in us? Or something else? 

There are many people in the dark ï whether it be angry, 

anxious or addicted individuals - who are in great need of the 

light. Question: Are we willing to carry the light of Christ to 

bring those in the dark into the light? 

We were encouraged to share the Good News with all the 

world.  Remember, just a little bit of light in someoneôs life 

can make a difference. 
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ORIENTATION  
 

Larry Witham, the past Presi-

dent of NLS (2003-06), gave 

a sunny greeting and orienta-

tion to the 75 attendees, of 

which 50 were first-timers to 

NLS.  Larry reviewed the 

history of Cursillo/Via de 

Cristo, overviewed the sched-

ule (with great emphasis on mealtimes, of course), business 

sessions, and workshops. 
 

Attendees were encouraged to sign dozens of palanca post-

ers in the palanca room and to pray for the upcoming week-

ends represented on each poster.  The prayer chapel is al-

ways open and offers a quiet place for prayer and reflection 

throughout the NLS weekend. 

EVENING WORSHIP  
 

The evening service was a beautiful mix of music that brought 

us into the presence of the Lord!  The praise band and the 

singers were wonderful and the music from the title Awesome 

God to Here I am to Worship allowed the congregation to 

worship the Lord. 

 

Pastor Bill Sistar led the liturgy and read the Bible verse from 

Ephesians 3:14-19.  Pastor Arlene Landin opened her medita-

tion by talking about how her weekend changed her life.  She 

shared on the theme for the weekend ñOne in the Sonò and 

asked the congregation about seeing the ñsunò and the ñSonò 

while weôve been together. 

 

She asked us to reflect 

on what it means to be 

one in the Son and 

talked about the Crea-

tion story in Genesis.  

We were not created 

perfect as sin entered the 

picture and the covenant 

was broken.  Pastor 

Landin lifted up the 

grace and forgiveness of 

God and that in the full-

ness of time Jesus was 

born.  Godôs plan was to 

remind us that we are all 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ and that we have 

been adopted and given 

a new name and new 

identity in the Lord.  She shared an experience in her life of 

adopting a five year old girl from Salvador.  With our adop-

tion in Christ comes a new name, new privileges, and new 

responsibilities. 

 

Pastor Landin closed with the promise of the Lord who calls 

us all to himself by the gift of Holy Spirit.   We closed with 

Give Thanks and the words summed up the service and the 

day as we headed to hospitality.  ñGive thanks with a grateful 

heart, give thanks to the Holy One.ò 
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THURSDAY BUSINESS MEETING 
 

President Tracy Schmidlin called the 32nd annual business 

meeting to order at 2:55 pm and led all present in praying 

ñCome Holy Spirit.ò  She acknowledged the host team and 

then introduced the Executive Board and appointed posi-

tions. The delegates were then seated by Secretary Katie 

Sistar. Newcomers and ñold timersò were recognized and 

encouraged to seek each other out to ask questions and share 

information about the NLSAM. Tracy emphasized that a 

great deal of pertinent updates, explanations and information 

can be found in the notebook provided and reminded every-

one to ñLoooooook in the book!ò 

Tracy introduced past officers of the NLS board.  Nomi-

nating Chair Judy Mowery presented the nominations for the 

open positions on the Executive Board:  President, Tracy 

Schmidlin, and Secretary, Katie Sistar, for second terms; and 

Vice President of Outreach, Steve Gielda for a first term. 

National board reports followed with one correction to 

Vice President of Administration Nu Helgager report: the 

most current hosting document is dated June 2009.  

Vice President of Outreach Dave Erdman highlighted the 

announcement of the Sweden Via de Cristo weekend being 

held in Latvia next weekend.  

Archivist Ron Millard appealed to all to assist in gathering 

historical material which was unfortunately lost in an acci-

dent. He also requested support from the community to tran-

sition the archivist position to archivist/historian. Ron is es-

pecially seeking information such as, 1) which movements 

helped other movements start up, 2) the history of each 

movement, 3) the first officers, and 4) the dates of each 

movementôs first weekends and the number of candidates on 

those weekends. 

National Spiritual Director Pastor Doug Givan, thanked 

the board for their service and welcomed all to the 2009 

NLSAM. Some of his goals for the coming year include ex-

panding the prayer database and reaching out to fellow pas-

tors. He urged everyone to keep the board and the movement 

in prayer.  He quoted his congregationôs motto as one appro-

priate for the NLS and all secretariats:  Weôre here for you! 

Secretary Katie Sistar explained the importance of the 

survey data collected each year from each secretariat and 

requested all delegates to check with their lay directors to 

ensure that the survey is completed and sent to both Katie 

Sistar, Secretary and Lucy Hightower, NLS Database Coor-

dinator.  Katie reported that God has blessed the movement 

with 2,366 lay candidates and 49 clergy delegates for a total 

of 2,415 new Cursillistas in 2008, bringing the grand total 

for NLS to 94,446.  The survey also provides the number of 

weekends held each year ï for 2008, 33 coed, 52 menôs and 

53 womenôs. 

Web Servant Pastor Larry Conway invited everyone to vote 

for one of the two web page designs posted in the meeting 

hall.   

Financial Adviser Diane Purcell highlighted information 

about 501(c)(3) filing and requested other secretariats to pro-

vide information about the purchase and distribution of song-

books. 

Treasurer Bob Northrup presented his report and urged 

those secretariats who are past due on their donations to con-

tact him. He also pointed out that funds left over from the 

NLSAM meetings in Indiana and Arizona amounted to over 

$12,000.  A motion was made, seconded and unanimously 

approved to accept the financial reports. 

Dave Erdman gave some location corrections and instruc-

tions for the Thursday evening small group gatherings and 

region to region meetings. He urged everyone to use these 

opportunities to get to know secretariats geographically close.  

Tracy Schmidlin encouraged regions to explore how to multi-

ply and spread the Good News we have to share! 

The business meeting was adjourned following some 

housekeeping announcements by members of the host com-

mittee. 

HOSPITALITY  

The NLS guests were greeted with cold beverages, nachos 

and of course some 

healthy vegetables and 

fruit. 

Music was provided 

by Jacob Smitter, gui-

tarist and vocalist. 

Three lovely dancers, 

dressed in purple, per-

formed an interpretive 

dance to the song ñJesus Messiahò. 
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Donôt forget to visit the 

NLS website: 

 viadecristo.org 

Schedule for Friday, July 24, 2009 

Time Event Building Location 

7:30 a.m. Breakfast 32 LSC   Dining Hall  

8:45 a.m. Worship with Communion 1 Chapel Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m. Business Meeting 21 Andreas  Room 111 

11:30 a.m. Forum: Rev. Doug Givan, NLS Sp. Dir. 21 Andreas  Room 111 

12:15 p.m. Lunch   32 LSC   Dining Hall  

1:15 p.m. Seminars (Descriptions in notebook)   

 Seminar #1 Training Panel 21 Andreas  Room 106 

 Seminar #2 Growth, Big Picture 21 Andreas  Room 104 

 Seminar #3 Focus on 4th Day 21 Andreas  Room 102 

 Seminar #4 Corporate Nuts & Bolts 21 Andreas  Room 103 

 Optional Videos 21 Andreas  Room 112 

2:15 p.m. Repeat Seminars 1-4/Videos ðð->  Same Locations 

3:30 p.m.  Committee Work; ñopen to everyoneò ðð->  See notebook 

5:00 p.m. Dinner   32 LSC   Dining Hall  

6:00 p.m. Small Group Breakouts ðð->  Same as Thursday 

7:00 p.m. Region to Region ðð->  Same as Thursday 

7:45 p.m. Worship  1 Chapel Sanctuary 

 Hospitality to follow 32 LSC   Room 154 ð The Grill 

1 = Cor Jesu Chapel /  21= Andreas / 32 = Landon Student Center (LSC)   

EMERGENCY 24/7 

PHONE NUMBERS: 
 

Don Armbrust 

954-610-0222 
Or 

Dave Rankin   

772-359-6344 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Public Safety 

305-899-3333 
Or 

800-756-6000 
Ask for 3333 

REMINDERS  é  
ǒ Dorm Room Key: There is a $50.00 lost key replacement charge.  Please return your key in the little 

brown envelope.  

ǒ Cor Jesu Chapel, is open for quiet times of meditation see posted schedule. NO FOOD is allowed only 

water bottles w/lids. 

ǒ Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices and no flash photos during worship services. 

ǒ Palanca Posters are available to sign in the ñEvents Roomò located in Landon Center, building #32, room 

#110.  Visit the Palanca Chapel as well, staffed with community and open for everyone to use. 

ǒ An offering will be received at the Saturday Evening Worship Service for Outreach. 

ǒ Computer usage and internet access problems can be solved by 1) taking your computer to the Computer 

Lab in Garner Hall, building #22, second floor, room #247 (hours are 9:00 AM to 11:00 PM.) 2) calling 

technology at 305-899-3604 3) or going to room 204 in LSC for a copy of printed instructions. 

FIRST TIME PARTICIPANTS TO NLSAM 2009  



 

 


