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Louisiana VdC 4th Day Appeal 
 

The following is an update from the appeal.    
We have heard from Secretariats all over the country, the 

response has been heart warming and inspiring.  The contri-
butions we received have been more than generous.  We’ve 
been able to offer financial support for Weekend #6 to all who 
asked.  As I’m sure you are aware the effects of last hurri-
cane season will be with us for many years to come.  There 
were many who would have liked to attend this weekend but 
obstacles other than financial prevented their attendance.  
For that reason we have created a designated fund with the 
surplus monies being used to support those in need for future 
weekends.  The support and warmth of the Fourth Day com-
munity will be rekindled each weekend as financial assis-
tance is requested.   
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Louisiana Lutheran Via de Cristo 
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DeColores fellow Cristoistas and Cursillistas, 
 
   The sun is shinning and the temperature is 80° to-
day.  Tired of all the cold, wet and rainy days.  We 
know you’re having bad weather almost everywhere 
across the US right now.  So make your plans now to 
get away from that and join us the 2006 NLSAM in 
Los Angeles this July.  Our plans are coming together 
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E-Mail Notification 
 
Please notify me by E-Mail when the latest edition of 
Conexiones has been posted on the NLS Web Page 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

City: & State: ____________________________  Zip:____________ 

Home Phone: (_____ )________Work Phone: (_____ )____________ 

Name of Secretariate_______________________________________ 

Position on Secretariat:_____________________________________ 

E-Mail Address:__________________@_______________________ 

Write in large letters - be very clear, computers rely on EXACT information 

National Lutheran Secretariat  

Conexiones-on-the-web 
E-Mail Notification Request Form 
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Continued from Page One: 
Here is more information to help you with your stay in LA.   

 
1. Orientation will be at 11:30 am on Thursday, July 27, 

2006, all first time attendees should plan to be there and 
it is suggested that all attendees join us as this is infor-
mation that will be useful for your visit.  Lunch will follow 
at 12:30 and opening Worship and Communion will be at 
1:30 pm. 

 
2. It is not too late to join us in the 2006 National VdC Cook-

book.  Come and share your favorite recipes with us and 
support the Fundraising efforts to host the 2006 NLSAM.  
You won’t want to miss out on Norma Millard’s Scalloped 
Pineapple recipe and many more delicious recipes al-
ready submitted, so don’t let this go to print without your 
recipe to share.  Submit your recipes today for this excit-
ing nationwide cookbook.    You can email your recipes 
to drheidic@msn.com or mail to address below.  
DEADLINE to submit recipes to Heidi is May 15th.   

 
3. Annual meeting T-Shirts will be available to pre-purchase 

on your registration form. Limited quantities will be avail-
able for purchase at the NLSAM 2006.  

 
4. Anyone that would like travel information or to make ar-

rangements for an extended vacation planning may con-
tact Martha Pfleger at pfleger@earthlink.net or call at 
(818) 884-0839.  We are located within an hour to many 
southern California attractions, such as Disney, Universal 
Studios, Knott’s Berry Farm, Hollywood, Magic Mountain 
water park and Amusement Park, just to name a few.  
Plan your summer vacation now for your trip out here 

 
5. All special requests including requesting a single 

room need to be submitted by June 1st. If your flight 
arrangements cannot be made without bringing you out a 
day early you can request an extra night. See registra-
tion forms for extra charges. You must have your regis-
tration in by the June 1st deadline in order to fill your 
request.  Registrations postmarked after June 1st, 
need to include a $25.00 late fee. 

 
6. The national board is offering 5 different seminars for 

you to attend.  See the registration form for the list of 
topics.   

 
7. Our transportation coordinator is working to pick up all 

participants that fly into Los Angeles International (LAX) 
airport only.  Once you submit your registration form the 
transportation coordinator will contact you to verify pick 
up times and departure times.    

 
8. All correspondence should be submitted through the 

following address or email: 
 

 NLS Annual Meeting 2006 
Nanette Helgager, Asst. Co-Chair/Registrar 

6504 Farralone Ave 
 Woodland Hills CA 91303-2411 

vdc12nanu@sbcglobal.net  

Mission Opportunity: 
Venezuela VdC   

August 31 — Sept. 3 & Sept. 7 — 10 

Via de Cristo Is coming to Venezuela and you can 
help make it happen. In October 2005, nine Venezuelan 
Lutherans attended Via de Cristo (or in Bolivia - Camino 
de Cristo) in La Paz, Bolivia. Thrilled by the Via de 
Cristo experience, the Lutheran Church of Venezuela 
(IVL) will hold a Via de Cristo weekend for men on Aug. 
31 - Sept. 3 and for women on Sept. 7-10. The week-
ends will be hosted by an international team of Vene-
zuelans, Bolivians, and North Americans. Venezuela 
Lutheran Mission Partnership (VLMP) (www.vlmp.org) 
has played a significant role in this development.  (Just 
a note: that VLMP is a member of the Association of 
Lutheran Mission Agencies. VLMP are servants of and 
partners with: the Lutheran Church of Venezuela (ILV) 
and the missionaries of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod serving in Venezuela.) 
 
   We encouraged the ILV to participate in Via de Cristo. 
In addition, VLMP paid the airfare for the nine Venezue-
lan leaders to attend. VLMP is also prepared to help 
cover airfare for Bolivian Lutherans to travel to Vene-
zuela in September.  
 
How can you help bring Via de Cristo to Venezuela? 
There are several ways.  
1.  Pray for all the details of planning the weekend, es-
pecially for the spiritual growth of attendees.  
 
2. Join the host team. About six to ten Americans are 
needed. Please consider joining if: a. You speak Span-
ish moderately well. b. You have attended Via de 
Cristo, and better yet have helped host a VDC weekend 
event. (See www.viadecristo.org, to learn about VDC 
events you could attend before Sept.) c. You are avail-
able to be in Venezuela from August 27 through Sept. 
11, 2006.  This is quite a tall order, but we know that 
God is preparing volunteers to take this assignment. 
 
3. In particular, we need stateside coordinator for this 
project. This volunteer must know some Spanish to 
communicate with the coordinators in Bolivia and Vene-
zuela. Sheldon Groff, missionary coordinator in La Paz, 
Bolivia can also receive e-mails in English 
ssgroff@megalink.com  
 
4. Provide financial support for this project. You can 
donate your gift either through VLMP or MN Via de 
Cristo, which will match up to $1,500 for this project 
(www.mnviadecristo.org). If you can help or if you have 
questions, please contact VLMP at venmis-
sion@hotmail.com or 952-831-5276. 
 
In His love and service, 
Sheldon Groff, Camino de Cristo in La Paz, Bolivia 



 

 

 
                           NLS Board Minutes  

Mid-Year Board Meeting — November 3 - 6, 2005 
Conference Call — Sunday, January 29, 2005; 9:00 PM EST 

November 3-6, 2005 
Present: David Erdman, Judy 
Laabs-Foss, Jerry Lemcke, Jan 
Long, Pastor Joe Nilsen, Tracy 
(Ziemke) Schmidlin and Larry 
Witham arrived safely at the Los 
Angeles Airport.. 

Members of the Southern Califor-
nia host committee picked us up 
from the airport then we were 
driven to Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity for an initial tour of the cam-
pus that was just minutes away 
from the airport.  

We then had a scenic drive on 
Pacific Coast Highway where we 
were able to view the beach at sun-
set, and then traveled through the 
Topanga Canyon where we had a 
fabulous view of the San Fernando 
Valley. We continued traveling to 
the motel for check-in, then to First 
Lutheran Church in Northridge to 
begin our business. 
 
Thursday evening - The board 
meeting began at 8:34 p.m. with a 
warm welcome to all and the open-
ing prayer was prayed by Larry 
Witham. Copies of the agenda 
were distributed and reviewed by 
all. 

The 2005 Evaluation Results with 
Comments/Quotes,  Sugges-
tions/Recommendations, Issues 
and Questions, Misc. Comments 
and Concerns were distributed and 
review began with highlights by 
Tracy. A total of 103 responses 
were turned in with good com-
ments/suggestions. Copies of a 
handout from Steve Gielda were 
distributed and reviewed. The 
meeting closed for the evening at 
9:36 p.m. 

We then traveled to Bob and 
Martha Pfleger’s home for fellow-
ship and a delicious dinner. 
 
 Friday morning – The board 
meeting was opened with prayer at 
8:34 a.m. Tracy reported that a 
timeline was received from Nanette 
(Host Committee) and review of the 
2005 Evaluation Results continued. 

2006 Facility/Layout/Possible 
Obstacles were discussed noting 
that there were no visible obsta-
cles seen at LMU. There is no air 
conditioning in the dorms as there 
is a cool ocean breeze in the eve-
ning. We will need to publish that 
people may want to bring an extra 
blanket. Location of chapel, fo-
rums, newsletter office, posters, 
board room and vendors were dis-
cussed. Lunch was brought in at 
12 p.m. by the Host Committee 
and enjoyed by all. 

Discussion regarding the possi-
ble position of National Coordina-
tor began. Discussion began on 
topics for forums and/or seminars. 
 
 Friday afternoon – The board 
meeting resumed at 1:05 p.m. Dis-
cussion continued on topics and 
the Agenda for the Weekend be-
gan to be formulated taking into 
consideration the time difference 
(for most people) and the univer-
sity’s meal schedule. Dinner was 
brought in at 6 p.m. by members 
from the Host Committee and en-
joyed by all. 
 
 Friday evening – The board 
meeting resumed at 7:02 p.m. Our 
discussion on the agenda contin-
ued. Discussion was held with a 
plan to designate time at the an-
nual meeting for secretariats to get 
better acquainted with each other 
within their region. Discussion was 
held regarding Spiritual Direc-
tors/Direction.  Concerns of the 
Distribution Center were talked 
about with action to be taken.  

Discussion regarding the possi-
ble position of National Coordina-
tor continued. Printed Braille cop-
ies and Audio Cassettes of the 
Pilgrims Guides to be made avail-
able to the distribution center to be 
sold in sets were discussed.  

Board member terms will be up 
for VP of Administration, Treasurer 
and Spiritual Director in 2006. 
Suggestions were made for a 
nominating committee; Larry 

agreed to make contacts. Meeting 
adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
 
 Saturday morning – The board 
meeting opened with prayer at 8:20 
a.m. Discussion was held with sug-
gestions made regarding speakers 
for the 2006 forums and seminars, 
registrations, small group breakout 
sessions and committees. Discus-
sion of the National Coordinator 
Position continued. A revised copy 
of the job description and rough 
draft of an organization chart was 
distributed. 
 
Saturday morning and afternoon 
with Host Committee – Larry 
Witham called the meeting to order 
at 10:15 a.m. with a welcome to the 
host committee. Introductions were 
made of the board and then the 
host committee. We recapped the 
2005 annual meeting in Maryland 
then discussed the upcoming meet-
ing at Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity.  
   The board anticipates that there 
could be a lot of people wanting to 
come into L.A. a day early due to 
the travel distance and time differ-
ence, and would like to be pre-
pared for that. The host committee 
agrees and plans to be prepared. 
The registration form will be up-
dated and available online for print-
ing. Plans are to send a welcome 
letter with confirmation to all regis-
tered persons.  

A readable map will also be in-
cluded. The host committee is on 
track with the timeline and plans 
are running smoothly. Fund raising 
has begun to help defray costs of 
the weekend. Plans are to publish 
a cookbook with recipes from any-
one across the nation who desires 
to submit recipes. A form to submit 
recipes and/or reserve a cookbook 
will be available with the registra-
tion form.  

Time was taken for specific 
groups from the host committee to 
talk to members of the board. 

Lunch was served at 12 p.m. and 
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we then traveled to LMU with the 
host committee. We arrived at 
2:12 p.m. and toured the facility. 
Areas for services, forums, and 
seminars were proposed by the 
board and confirmed with the host 
committee. Tracy then submitted 
room reservations to the univer-
sity. Cafeteria, dorm area and 
Agape Dinner cafeteria were also 
viewed.  

We then traveled to Ascension 
Lutheran Church for a worship 
service with some of the members 
of the host committee. We had a 
wonderful dinner at Lupe’s Mexi-
can Restaurant, and then we were 
returned to the motel. 
 
 Saturday evening – The board 
met at 9:00 p.m. Affirmative re-
sponses came from prospective 
presenters. The following persons 
have agreed to present topics at 
the 2006 annual meeting; Pastor 
Joe Nilsen - Spiritual Direction, 
Diane Purcell – Form 990 (Follow 
up to last year’s 501c3 seminar), 
Bob Northrup – Web site, Max 
Turner - The Essentials, Lori 
Azevedo – Reunion Groups. Dis-
cussion was held regarding re-
gions. Teleconference meeting 
minutes were distributed for re-
view. Meeting was adjourned at 
9:15 p.m. 
 
 Sunday morning – The meeting 
re-convened at 8:00 a.m. The 
Teleconference meeting minutes 
were reviewed with corrections to 
be made. Announcement was 
made that the newsletter deadline 
will be November 15. Suggestion 
was made to prepare rollo outlines 
for future annual meeting semi-
nars. Meeting adjourned at 8:42 
a.m. 
   The host committee picked us 
up from the motel and transported 
us to the Los Angeles Airport for 
our respective departures. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jan Long 
NLS Secretary 
 
 
 

January 29, 2005: 
Present: David Erdman, Judy Laabs-
Foss, Jerry Lemcke, Jan Long, Pastor 
Joe Nilsen, Bob Northrup, Tracy 
(Ziemke) Schmidlin and Larry Witham. 
   Meeting opened with prayer by Pas-
tor Joe Nilsen at 9:09 p.m. 
 
Video Project - Discussion was held 
regarding the progress of a second 
video that would show interviews from 
people of different ethnics. Interviews 
are to be set up with other interviews 
being taped at the annual meeting.  
 
National Coordinator Position: 
Drafts had been sent to the Long 
Range Planning Committee and re-
sponses were received and discussed. 
Discussion was also held on a possible 
church fund raising campaign in the 
event that this position is approved at 
the Annual Meeting. All monies re-
ceived from a campaign would go to-
wards this position. Approximately 15 
minutes will be given for the explana-
tion of this position at the annual meet-
ing. Cover Letter and Job Description 
were reviewed and revised. Clean 
copy to be e-mailed to the board for 
approval then mailed to secretariats for 
their review prior to attending the an-
nual meeting. 
 
Secretary’s Report - The Annual Sur-
vey will be sent to the secretariats. 
 
Treasurer—Jerry reports that as of 
today there is $7,161.09 in the check-
ing account. $10,000 was transferred 
to the Thrivent account, which now 
totals $15,214.90.All annual fees for 
2005 collected. Treasurers were all 
contacted for commitments. There are 
no outstanding checks currently. 
VP of Administration - Tracy received 
the annual meeting contract from Cali-
fornia and a letter of intent was re-
ceived from Arizona. Arrangements for 
the 2006 Annual Meeting were dis-
cussed. Thrivent will be at the meeting 
to give a presentation at the hosting 
committee time. Steve Gielda prepared 
a document that follows up on his pres-
entation with 62 people who responded 
that has a lot of good information to 
share with other movements.  
 
Newsletter Editor - Newsletter is com-

pleted and looks good. E-mail 
notifications were received.  
 
VP of Outreach -Discussion was 
held regarding some new and 
existing movements and their 
needs. A group in Wisconsin is 
reviewing the constitution and 
may start a new movement. A 
Spanish-speaking couple is inter-
ested in helping in Bolivia with 
their weekend. Interest was also 
expressed in starting a move-
ment in Venezuela.  
 
Spiritual Director—Spiritual Di-
rector Manual is half done. Goal 
is for completion on the 1st of 
June. 
 
Future Annual Meetings - 2007 
Annual Meeting will be held in 
Indianapolis. Letter of intent for 
2008 was sent to Tracy from Ari-
zona. Illinois sent a letter of intent 
to hold a future annual meeting. 
 
New Business—Discussion was 
held regarding Louisiana’s finan-
cial status. Individuals on the 
board and several movements 
have sent donations to the move-
ment that was hit hard by the 
hurricane. Motion/Support was 
made by Tracy Schmidlin/Jerry 
Lemcke to send a donation to 
Louisiana. Their need for finan-
cial support due to Hurricane 
Katrina was expressed to the 
Secretariat in the form of a news-
letter article that was requested 
to be included in the February, 
2006 edition of the Conexiones. 
Motion was approved unani-
mously. 
 
Old Business—Discussion was 
held regarding host committees 
need for support by the NLS 
Treasurer. 
 
Next telephone-conference meet-
ing is scheduled for May 21, 
2006. Meeting closed with prayer 
by Pastor Joe at 11:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jan Long 
NLS Secretary 
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Vice President of Administration 

He has risen indeed!  
 

I pray Easter was an inspiring and uplifting time for all 
of you.  It means that our work for the 2006 meeting is 
beginning the home stretch!  Wow!  Did that time fly! 
You all, however, still have time to register, decide on 
what seminars you would like to attend and make travel 
plans for California! 

 
We will have more seminars than any one person can 

go to, so we ask you to rate them on your registration 
forms.  Please pay attention to the registration forms 
and try to get someone from your Secretariat to attend 
the annual meeting with you to glean as much as possi-
ble from all the seminars.  The registration forms and 
explanations of seminars are on the website and may 
be downloaded. 

 
We will have two forums that everyone can attend and 

5 seminars to choose from. 
 

Keynote: Know, Grow & Go will be given by Paul 
Schmidlin from Ohio and the Good News community. 
 
Forum #1 “Survival” Growing and Struggling Pre-
senter still needed.  What’s normal, what’s not?  What 
are the stages that organizations go through, are there 
signs to watch out for and practical solutions that help. 
Creating diversity. The servant attitude. What’s avail-
able?  
 
Forum #2 “Spiritual Direction, the Spiritual 
Checkup” presented by Pastor Joe Nilsen, from Ten-
nessee. Different types of spiritual direction.  What is the 
service sheet (green card) really asking us? 
 
Seminar #1 “Tax Time” Presenter from Minnesota, 
Diane Purcell  990 tax form and new tax laws that all 
Secretariats need to know.  Send your treasurer, send 
your member at large, send your uncle, but please send 
someone! 
 
Seminar #2 “How to - on the Website” Presenter 
from North Carolina, Bob Northrup  This will be a prac-
tical more than technical approach to the subject of 
websites.  How to use one, why you might need one, 
what’s the best software to use, management is essen-
tial, how to navigate the National website and a question 
and answer period.  This seminar will only be held once 
during the annual meeting.  If we find there is a greater 
response that we have anticipated we will make a room 
available during committee time on Friday to continue 
with Q & A. 
 
Seminar #3  “Follow the Leader” Dual presenters 
from Arizona, Mike Reed and Brian Ernst.  A seminar 
that focuses on leadership.  We are leaders as Christ’s 
people, but what does that really mean and how do we 

train others - building the next group for the future. 
 
Seminar #4 “ABC’s of the VdC” Presenter Max 
Turner from California.  Using the essentials manual 
and having a frank discussion about adiaphoria – has it 
crowded out your weekend?  What’s really important 
about the weekend and your fourth day involvement? 
 
Seminar #5 “Rekindling the Fire” Presenter Lori 
Azevedo from California.  The service sheet with em-
phasis on Reunion Group and Ultreya.  
 
   A couple of new things:  
1) We would like to have a table dedicated to youth 
movements, in particular TEC, to give you information 
about who they are and where to find them.  We will set 
aside a commercial time to generate awareness.  These 
are not projects for the National, but opportunities for 
you personally to consider as a mission, or an opportu-
nity for your Secretariat to be intentional about it’s ac-
tions. 
 
2) There will be “Region to Region” time set aside in the 
weekend agenda to get together with people from other 
Secretariats nearer your home Secretariat.  If you are 
looking for support, ideas to share, etc. this may be for 
you. 
 

As we grow, we want some things to remain.  One of 
these is the small group time that so many of you have 
appreciated through the years.  For those of you, who 
have been around awhile, think of this as a chance to 
share your vast experience with fresh, eager ears. 
Those that are new or relatively new have some of the 
same questions you had coming through the years and 
the discovery process in discussion, has proven to be 
invaluable. 

 
In case you noticed that one of our seminars does not 

yet have a speaker, that was not a mistake.  We are still 
looking for someone to fill that spot.  If you have any 
suggestions, please email Larry Witham or myself.   

 
All of this and more awaits you in Southern California 

this summer!  So make your travel plans now.  Check 
out the host team article for more details and we can all 
enjoy sunny California July 2006! 
 
Grace and peace to all of you, 
Tracy (Ziemke) Schmidlin :) 
VP Administration 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Greetings from your NLS Distribution Center. 
 

Recently we had the NLS Web Page changed to re-
flect more accurately the resources that we carry.  A 
few items were removed such as the old version Lay 
Talks and some other items were added including new 
DVD Video Disk Titles.  Be sure to check this out. 
http://www.viadecristo.org/resources/supplies/index.htm 

 
New Fourth Day Manuals were printed in February.  

The content is the same.  We now have a new digital 
master on a CD Disk for future printings. 

 
The S.D. Manual is in short supply however a new 

version is being prepared.  Until then we are shipping 
only one print of the old manual to those who order 
them.  I recently received the entire SD Manual as an 
Acrobat file PDF and can supply this on CD ROM Disks 
in any quantity you need.  Text can be extracted from 
this file. 

 
We are still receiving a few "Rush" orders that are 

shipped FedEx Overnight.  Which is very expensive for 
you.  We are suggesting that you plan ahead to make 
sure this won't happen to you.  We do not supply 
crosses. 

 
Here is an early announcement: The NLS Distribution 

Center will be ON VACATION for about three weeks 
beginning January 15, 2007.  We will announce more 
specific information as this time draws near.  I am work-
ing on having someone available for emergency orders 
during that time. 
 
Peace, 
John & Carol Bradford 
joab@aros.net 

 
Anyway 

 
by Mother Teresa 

  
People are unreasonable, illogical and self centered; 

Love Them Anyway. 
  

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior mo-
tives; 

Do Good Anyway. 
  

If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies; 
Succeed Anyway. 

  
The good you do will be forgotten tomorrow; 

Do Good Anyway. 
  

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable; 
Be Honest and Frank Anyway. 

  
What you spent years building may be destroyed overnight; 

Build Anyway. 
  

People really need help but may attack you if you help them; 
Help People Anyway 

  
Give the world the best you have and you'll get kicked in the 

teeth; 
Give The World the Best You've Got Anyway. 

 
 

 

He is Risen! 
     

I do not think you can say that enough and it is impos-
sible to comprehend the enormity of what He has done 
for us.  Maybe it is just me that cannot understand it all?  
The important thing is to know that He is our Savior and 
Redeemer and that is enough for me. 

 
Many of our secretariat treasures have already sent in 

their annual membership fees for 2006.  Some were late 
getting their fees to me in 2005 and might think they 
have already paid for 2006.  Please check your records 
to see if you have paid for 2006, if not, please send 
them to me by May 31st.  My address has changed to 
2121 Sunbird Ct. Oviedo, FL 32765. 

The balance in our checking account as of today, 
04/19/2006 is $12,881.59.  All bills have been paid ex-
cept for some postage for mailing out the Conexiones.  I 
added some money from our checking account to our 
Thrivent account since it is paying a better interest rate. 
The balance in that account is $15,360.89. 

 
I am looking forward to seeing you in July at our  an-

nual meeting.  Our brothers and sisters in California 
have been working hard to make it a great event. 
 
God’s blessings to you all, 
Jerry Lemcke 
NLS treasurer 



 

 

April/May 2006 - Ohio: Ohio VdC, Men’s #57  April 
20-23, & Women’s #57: May 18-21, Send 
palanca to: Paul Swinehart 2303 Colfax Ave. 
Columbus OH  45309 

April/May 2006 - South Carolina: S. C. VdC; Men’s 
#27: April 20-23  & Women’s #28: May 4-7, 
Send palanca to: Keith Nichols c/o Bob Benja-
min  2031 Sprucewood CT  Mt Pleasant, SC 
29466 

April/May 2006 - Florida: Heart of Florida VDC 
Men’s #32: April 27-30, Women’s #32: May 4-
7, Send palanca to: Jan Fry % St John Lutheran 
Church, 1600 S. Orlando Ave Winter Park, FL 
32789  

April/May 2006 - Michigan/Ohio: Good News VdC, 
Men’s #38: April 27-30, & Women’s #38: May 
4-7, Send palanca to: Kathy Jurrus 30748 E 
River Rd. Perrysburg, OH 43551  

April/May 2006 - Utah: Utah VDC Men’s #34: April 
27-30, & Women’s #35: May 4-7, Send palanca 
to: Glenice Coward  2426 Creek Rd.  Sandy, UT   
84093 

April/May 2006 - Florida: Indian River VDC, Men’s 
#46: April 27-30 & Women’s #46: May 25-28, 
Send palanca to: Regina de La Rosa 5520 Fish-
tail Palm Ave.  Cocoa, FL 32927 

 
May 2006 - Illinois: Taste of Grace VDC, Mixed #7: 

May 4-7, Send palanca to: Amy Prior 1910 
Springside Dr..  Plainfield, IL 60586  

May 2006 - Maryland: Vineyard VDC, Women’s #17 
May 4-7, Send palanca to: Sara McCall PO Box 
254   Smithsburg, MD 21783 

May 2006 - Wisconsin/Michigan: Northern Light 
VdC, Men’s #1: May 4-7, & Women’s #2: May 
18-21, Send palanca to: Richard Neitzel 18189 
Hwy 41 W  Champion, MI  49814  

May 2006 - Minnesota: Lutheran VdC of Minne-
sota, Single Men’s #468, May. 18–21, Single 
Women’s #469: May 25-28, Send palanca to: 
Lenore Jesness 899 Sherwood Ave. St. Paul, 
MN 55106-1825  

 
June 2006 - California: VDC of Southern CA and 

the Central Valley, Coed #27 June 1-4,   Send 
palanca to: HM McKinsey 37460 Torrington St. 
Palmdale, CA 93550  

June 2006 - Maryland: Vineyard VDC, Men’s #17 
June 1-4,, Send palanca to: Sara McCall PO Box 
254   Smithsburg, MD 21783 

June 2006 - AR/OK: AR-OK VDC, Coed #11: June. 
8-11, Send palanca to: Matt Milzarek  634 So. 
Poplar St.  Sapulpa, OK  74066 

June 2005 - Colorado: Colorado VDC, Coed’s #23, 
June 22-25  Send palanca to: Amy Dempsey 
6815 Crazy Horse Colorado Springs, CO 80917  

 
July 2006 - Michigan/Ohio: Good News VdC, Men’s 

Summer #7: July 12-16, & Women’s Summer 
#7: July 19-23, Send palanca to: Kathy Jurrus 
30748 E River Rd. Perrysburg, OH 43551  

July 2006 - Illinois: Heart of Illinois VDC, Coed #1: 
July 13-16, Send palanca to: Natalee Arff 11021 
Buckskin Ct.   Peoria, IL 61615-1148  

July 2006 - Florida: Sonshine VDC, Women’s #96: 
July 21-24, Send palanca to: Ginny Esch 2360 
SW 70th Terrace  Davie, FL 33317 

 
August 2006 - Ohio: Ohio VdC, Men’s #58  Au-

gust 3-6, & Women’s #58: August 10-13, 
Send palanca to: Paul Swinehart 2303 Colfax 
Ave. Columbus OH  45309 

 
Sept. 2006 - Maryland: Vineyard VDC, Women’s 

#18 Sept. 7-10,, Send palanca to: Sara McCall 
PO Box 254   Smithsburg, MD 21783 

Sept. 2006 - North Carolina: Eastern NC VDC, 
Mixed #57 Sept. 14-17, Send palanca to: 
Vicki McCombs P O Box 760 Rockwell, NC 
28138 

 
Oct. 2006 - Georgia: Atlanta VDC, Men's #53: Oct. 

5-8, Women’s #51 Oct. 12-15, Send palanca 
to: John & Agnes Nelson 2859 Appling Dr.  
Chamblee, GA 30341 

Oct. 2006 - Michigan/Ohio: Good News VdC, 
Men’s #39: Oct. 5-8, Women’s #39 Oct. 12-
15, Send palanca to: Kathy Jurrus 30748 E 
River Rd. Perrysburg, OH 43551  

Oct. 2006 - AR/OK: AR-OK VDC, Coed #15: Oct. 
12-15, Send palanca to: Matt Milzarek  634 
So. Poplar St.  Sapulpa, OK  74066 

Oct. 2006 - Arizona: AZ Lutheran Cursillo, Men’s 
#109: 12-15, & Women’s #110 Oct. 26-29, 
Send palanca to: Tracy Clark  326 E. Fair-
mont  Tempe, AZ 85282 

Oct. 2005 - Florida: Heart of Florida VDC Men’s 
#33: Oct. 12-15, Women’s #33: Oct. 19-22, 
Send palanca to: Jan Fry % St John Lutheran 
Church, 1600 S. Orlando Ave Winter Park, 
FL 32789  

Oct. 2006 - Tennessee: TN Lutheran VdC, Mixed 
(coed) #17: Oct. 12-15, Send palanca to: Bill 
McComb 21 Meadowlark Cr. Fairfield Glade, 
TN 37931   

Oct 2006 - California: VDC of Southern CA and 
the Central Valley, Coed #28 Oct. 19-22,   
Send palanca to: HM McKinsey 37460 Tor-
rington St. Palmdale, CA 93550  

Oct. 2006 - Florida: Sonshine VDC, Men’s #95: 
Oct. 19-22, Send palanca to: Ginny Esch 2360 
SW 70th Terrace  Davie, FL 33317 

Oct. 2006 - Tennessee: Notes of Grace VdC, 
Mixed (coed) #2 Oct. 19-22, Send palanca to: 
Bill McComb 21 Meadowlark Cr. Fairfield 
Glade, TN 38558   

 
**************************************** 

PALANCA NEWS 
   Greetings in the name of our Lord 
from Florida,  
   Prayer is a process. How would you 
feel if your children only came to you to 
get what they wanted or needed? As a 
parent you would want to bless them, 
but you would want relationship and 
fellowship with them most of all. God’s 
the same way. And if we would seek 
first a loving relationship with the Lord, 
everything else would fall into place for 
His purposes. The Lord does want to 
supply our needs. It is appropriate to 
pray for ourselves and others, but, as 
Stephen Covey says “we need to keep 
the main thing the main thing”. Andrew 
Wommack relates it like this “Most peo-
ple use prayer like a grocery cart to go 
up and down the aisles of heaven and 
pick out all the things they need. But 

Future weekends 
Weekends for the next six months will 
be printed in this section. Check the Web 
for more updated information. 
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prayer is, at it’s heart, worship”. 
   Communion is defined as fellowship 
with God (Gen. 18:17-33; Ex. 33:9-11; 
Num. 12:7, 8), between Christ and his 
people (John 14:23), by the Spirit (2 
Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:1), of believers with 
one another (Eph. 4:1-6). Adam and 
Eve had communion, or sharing 
thoughts and feelings, through prayer, 
or the act of communicating, with the 
Lord in the cool of the day (Gen. 3:8). 
They didn’t have any sins to confess 
nor did they have any clothes, houses, 
cars, or needs to ask about. They just 
visited with the Lord. That’s prayer. 
   Wommack asks an interesting ques-
tion, one some of us might not want to 
answer: “If you were to subtract all 
your repenting, requests, interces-
sions, and spiritual warfare from your 
prayers, what would you have left?  
The heart of prayer is simply loving 
God. Sure, there is a time for petitions 
and intercession, but it’s not all the 
time.”  
   In 1 Chronicles we read of Nathan’s 
message from the Lord to David. The 
Lord rejected David’s offer to build a 
Temple. David’s response is in his 
prayer – he accepted the Lord’s re-
sponse with meekness and thanksgiv-
ing (1 Chron. 17:16-20). We are told to 
give thanks in all things (Eph 5:20). It 
is in the process of prayer, communi-
cating our thanks and love, that the 
Lord has promised His blessings for 
our lives. This includes all the VdC 
activities – pre-weekend, weekend, 
post weekend and fourth day.     
    We will be gathering in Los Angeles 
for the NLS Annual Meeting. Along 
with that joyous event, we have many 
VdC weekends occurring throughout 
the year. Please join with me in lifting 
these events to the Lord, giving thanks 
for His blessings in our lives and activi-
ties. Prayer, the true gift of Palanca.  
   Thank you to all who have sent infor-
mation on their 2006 VdC Weekends.    
We encourage you to send in the infor-
mation from your Secretariat, regard-
ing Weekends and Palanca Coordina-
tors, so it may be added to the Pal-
anca pages of the NLS Website.  Also, 
we encourage you to communicate 
with one another concerning the 
Weekends, offer Prayers and send the 
visible expressions of those prayers 
and sacrifices. Through these “levers” 
of prayer, the Lord will be faithful and 
bless us to be a blessing to others. 
 
Blessings, YBIC and Ultreya! 
Paul Sabatier-Smith  <>< 
NLS Palanca Coordinator 
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Judy Laabs-Foss 
4495 Margaret Street 

White Bear Township, MN   55110-3773 

NLS Distribution Center 
John Bradford, Director   Phone: (801) 561-0122 

E-Mail:  joab@aros.net  
 

Annual Meeting Items Available 
All the material that was available at the 2005 Annual 
Meeting along with video tapes can be obtained from the 
Distribution Center.  Order forms for all NLS materials can 
be found on the web page.   

Visited our Web Site Lately? 

CONEXIONES-ON-THE-WEB 
 

Are you interested in saving the NLS money?  Please sign up 
to receive the E-Mail Notification by filling out the E-Mail 
Notification Request Form.  How this works is that you will 
receive an email notification when the latest edition of the 
Conexiones has been posted on the NLS Web Page.  You 
then can view the newsletter at your leisure and chose to 
copy it. 

h t t p : / / w w w . v i a d e c r i s t o . o r g 

W e b m a s t e r :  B o b  N o r t h r u p  

Order Forms 
In this newsletter you will not find order forms for our NLS 
materials or tapes and the numerous crosses from Symbols, 
Inc.  Those forms can be found on the web and can be 
downloaded as needed.  A smaller version of the email re-
quest on page two is a reminder to sign up, but that too can 
be downloaded off the web.  This change has been done to 
continue to be good stewards of our resources, since it will 
save us and you time and money in printing costs.  We are 
aware that not everyone has access to the web and email ser-
vice.  If you are in need of either form, we encourage you to 
talk to someone in your secretariat who can obtain a copy of 
that form for you.  Don’t hesitate to contact the board with 
any of your questions in this change.  Their address, phone 
numbers and email addresses can be found on page two.  
Thank You! 

Conexiones Subscription 
About 200 of you are choosing to obtain the Conexiones 
through mail delivery.  The suggested annual donation is 
$6.00 and can be sent to the treasurer, address is found on 
page two.  Please help us to be good stewards of these mate-
rials and we thank you in advance for you payment.  Again if 
you would prefer to receive an email notification, just fill out 
the E-Mail Notification Request Form that can be found on 
the web.  


