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SATURDAY MORNING WORSHIP  
 

At the Saturday morning 

NLS Service of Worship 

and Holy Communion, 

attendeeôs spirits were 

lifted with gathering music 

provided by Pilgrims of 

the Way.  Songs such as 

ñMorning Has Brokenò, 

ñTurn Your Eyes Upon 

Jesusò, ñI Was Thereò, 

ñShine Jesus Shineò and 

others.  Conda Lashley served as Assisting Minister with Or-

der of Confession & Forgiveness as well as the Prayer of the 

Day.  Cindy Duncan gave the first reading with Colossians 1:9

-11. 

Pastor Mike Stone from Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church in 

Hickory used the Gospel of John 10:10-17 as the basis for his 

sermon.  Even though Pastor John had just come off of 3 and 

half weeks of various camps, his exhaustion was overcome 

with enthusiasm, which transferred to the audience.  Walking 

back and forth across the stage Pastor John illustrated the 

point of ñLIFE MORE ABUNDANTLYò in the mornings gos-

pel with several personal stories.  

One story told of a story about a camper named Billy who 

arrived very hyper to camp where his mother left him along 

with a large bag of prescriptions.  By the end of the camp, 

Billy had the other campers enthused.  The counselors saw 

Billy as an opportunity rather than a challenge.  At another 

camp, a twelve year old girl named Brandy had the opposite 

of Billyôs enthusiasm.  Her life had been filled with so many 

disappointments, most recently being abandoned by her 

mother, that she could no longer get excited.  By the end of 

camp she ñgot itò and knew in her heart that her life could be 

lived and lived more abundantly.  She left camp smiling and 

laughing.   

Pastor John concluded by saying that life is more than just 

being happy living; really living means experiencing JOY that 

only comes from knowing Christ.  With that knowledge, we 

anticipate going to our true home ï Heaven.  Pastor John Dun-

can concluded the service with Holy Communion, Closing 

Prayer and Benediction. 

SATURDAY FORUM  

 

Becky Overcash was our speaker for Saturdayôs forum.  

Becky shared a personal story about her experience of being 

the primary caregiver for her disabled elderly father.  She 

spoke poignantly about Christôs presence throughout this 

difficult time helping her to persevere.  Christôs presence 

was brought to her through family, reunion sisters and 

church family as well as through the daily study of scripture. 

Becky told us that she saw the book of Hebrews as a man-

ual for persevering and recognizing Godôs promises to see us 

through.  Hebrews teaches us much about faith.  In Hebrews 

chapter 11, we are told about all the heroes of the Old Testa-

ment and how it was their faith in God that they were able to 

achieve Godôs purpose for their lives.  As we search for that 

abundant life Jesus promises 

us, we are assured that it is 

our faith in Jesus as our one 

connection to God that will 

bring that ñlife upon life.ò 

Becky shared that it was by 

her faith and by the faith of 

others in her community in 

her behalf that helped her feel 

Christôs presence through the 

daily challenges of caring for 

her father.  We too, by faith, 

can know that God works 

through us and with us to 

BUSINESS MEETING #3 
 

We opened with the Prayer of the Holy Spirit. We then 

moved into the reviewing of the NLS budget for 2012. Ques-

tions were answered and the budget was passed as presented. 

President Tracy Schmidlin announced the opportunity for 

people to serve as Webpage Coordinator or Database Coordi-

nator. She reminded people that anyone interested in either 

position should complete the Consideration for Appointment 

form to be found on the handouts table in the lobby. 

Doug Burrows of the selection committee for the National 

Executive Director position presented a motion from the 

committee to give the committee 30 days in which to deter-

mine the desired candidate characteristics and make the ap-

pointment of the Executive Director. During that 30 days, the 

committee will review candidates that were interviewed at the 

NLSAM, accept other Consideration for Appointment forms 

from the greater community with further reviews as neces-

sary. The deadline is August 30.  After discussion, the motion 

was passed. 

Committee reports were began with reports from the vision 

and Values Committee and the Spiritual Directorôs Dialogue. 

Tracy asked three NLS officers from the earlier years to 

share what VdC has meant to them. Nate Lundgren expressed 

the need to keep the main thing the main thing. Joe Nilsen 

shared the story of the first weekend. Martha Erickson ex-

pressed her deep gratitude for the movement. 

Announcements were made and the meeting ended. 

DESSERTS GALORE 

 

What a wonderful surprise awaited us as we walked into 

Saturday nightôs hospitality!  Tables were lined with dessert 

after delectable dessert; all homemade; all Carolina tradi-

tional recipesé peach cobbler, banana pudding, pecan pie 

and many, many more. 

 

After carefully selecting our desserts we settled in for more 

great music from praise band, Baalamôs Donkey.  At this 

point in the weekend, people were feeling very comfortable 

with one another and the social atmosphere simply hummed 

with conversation, laughter and the warm feeling and 

friendships made or renewed. 
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SEMINAR -  THE WAY  
 

Pastor Ed Simonson presented the Semi-

nar on ñThe Way,ò speaking about the 

formation of the National Via de Cristo 

movement as we know it today.  Miami 

and Iowa were the first strong units from 

which National grew.  Florida assisted 

Atlanta, Iowa assisted Michigan and Illi-

nois.  Soon secretariats were popping up 

elsewhere through word of mouth and 

pastors making the weekend and moving 

to other areas of the country.  It became obvious that it was 

time for a national secretariat. 

Pastor Ed referenced Acts 1:8 ï ñBut you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.ò  We start with the help of the 

Holy Spirit and the baby steps of what is familiar to us until 

we are prepared to tackle the large challenge.  God has in the 

past, will today and tomorrow show us the way; HIS way!  

 SEMINAR:  THE TRUTH  
 

John McKinney, Executive Director of Tres Dias, gives a 

colorful review of the essentials of the Cursillo Movement 

using words and history of Edwardo Bonnin, the founder of 

Cursillo.  John has studied Bonnin and Cursillo and person-

ally met Bonnin in 1996 and 2002.  The Truth, known as Cur-

sillo Charism, is interpreted from Greek as the ñGift of 

Graceò. The purpose of Charism is service and ministry.   

In 1944 Edwardo Bonnin was the rector of the first Cursillo 

and he was adamant that Cursillo was sent to him by the Holy 

Spirit.  Bonnin described himself as an apprentice Christian.  

It was a time of great despair and confusion in Spain.  Bonnin 

and his friends thought that it was time to return to the funda-

mentals.  The basic message that they wanted to deliver was 

Godôs Unconditional and Unlim-

ited Love, which could be found 

by taking the time to pray and 

reflect.   

The three day weekend was a 

way in which to take the time to 

ñBe still and knowò.  In 1944 we 

had our first Cursillo; and Bon-

nin said, ñWe will not stop until 

w e  h a v e  o n e  o n  t h e 

moon.ò (Translated Bonnin, 

1996).  Bonnin insisted that the weekend be simple, direct 

and concrete.  He also said, ñThe greatest enemies of a move-

ment are those who promote it without understanding itò.  In 

a 1996 translation, Bonnin shared his thoughts about how a 

weekend progresses, how each talk builds on the other, the 

goal of each day and the outcomes of the weekend.  He says 

that ñMost important part of the Cursillo is first finding your-

self and then finding Godò. 

The first key essential of the message is simply Godôs Love 

ï GRACE.  The second key essential of the weekend message 

is ñKeep it Simpleò.  Bonnin warned to not crowd so much 

ñOther stuffò that it drowns out the key message of Godôs 

Grace, that we too can love others unconditionally and, in 

doing so, can bring others to Christ.  John shared Bonninôs 

illustration of a Christmas tree decorated  with the basics of 

Piety, Study, Action and Godôs Love, but those beautiful ba-

sic decorations can be drowned out by a multitude of beauti-

ful, but superfluous, additional  stuff.  Much of the discussion 

after the presentation dealt with so many of the ñAdd onsò to 

weekends that drown out the simple basic message that Bon-

nin originally wanted to deliver. 

BUSINESS MEETING #4 
 

The meeting  began with prayer.  Tracy asked for Commit-

tee Reports to be presented. The Palanca and Banners Mak-

ing committee presented their report and displayed the two 

banners which they made. The banners were given to the 

hosts of the next two NLSAM, Colorado and A-OK.  Reports 

were presented from the  Lay Director's Dialogue, and the 

Newsletter Dialogue. There was a second report from the 

Spiritual Directors. 

The Regions each presented reports from the Regional 

Meeting which occurred twice during this NLSAM. 

The 2011 Host Committee members came in to a standing 

ovation and were thanked for all of their work. Thank you to 

Western North Carolina VdC for a job well done!! 

The 2012 Host Committee Chair from Colorado, Carol 

McGill invited all to the Denver area for the NLSAM and 

introduced a slide presentation of beautiful Colorado and its 

sights close to Regis University where the meetings are to be 

held next year. 

The banner was passed from Lois and Larry Witham, 

chairs of the Western North Carolina VdC to Carol McGill 

of the Colorado VdC. 

Tracy shared two quotes from Eduardo Bonnin.  When 

asked, ñHow do you see the future of the Cursillo?ò He re-

sponded, ñThat he doesn't see any change because the mes-

sage of the Gospel is eternal - it remains the same. Life is 

absurd without the message of Christ. It was necessary in the 

past, its necessary now and it will continue to be necessary 

in the future.ò 

The second quote on Leaders School....   ñCertain norms 

need to be observed, but at the same time there needs to be 

flexibility. Norms are intended to serve as guides to intelli-

gent people. At the same time, people must use common 

sense. The norms are so that the foolish will have guidelines 

and the wise will understand when they do not need to be 

observed exactly." 

Special presentations were made to John McKinney, Ex-

ecutive Director of Tres Dias who shared his thoughts in the 

Truth Seminar, to thank him for being with us. Larry Conway 

was thanked for his service and presented with a beautiful 

cross. Katie Sistar was thanked for her many years as secre-

tary and given a prayer shawl. Tracy Schmidlin was thanked 

for her many, many years of service and presented a gorgeous 

stained glass cross to hang on the wall or in a window. 



 

 

4 

CONEXIONES  is the official 
publication of the National Lutheran 

Secretariat, a national association of 

the Via de Cristo (Way of Christ) 
movement, representing over 99,960 

who have participated in 44 

movements across the U.S.  The pur-
pose of this publication is to inform 

the delegates about the activities of 

the Annual Meeting. 
 

Conexiones Editor: 

Judy Laabs-Foss 
4495 Margaret Street 

St. Paul, MN   55110 

651/429-6762 
jer2911@comcast.net 

Vol. 19.4            Sunday July 31, 2011 

  

Donôt forget to visit the 

NLS website: 

 www.viadecristo.org 

Schedule for Sunday, July 31, 2011 

Time Event Building  Location 

6:45 a.m. Breakfast Y D H  Dining Hall  

8:30 a.m. Opening Worship  Sykes  Auditorium 

10:00 a.m. NLS Board meeting Sykes  Room 334ð 

11:00 a.m. Check out  Sykes  Auditorium 

Y D H ï Young Dining Hall, Dana ï Dana Auditorium, Sykes ï Sykes Auditorium  

REMINDERSé.. 

¶ VERY IMPORTANT: Dorm access card and room key: There is a $65.00 (lost key) and $25.00 

(lost security pass) replacement charge.  Please return your key in the little brown envelope. 

¶ Thank you for allowing us to serve you at this our 2011 NLSAM.  ñYa all come back now ya 

hear!!!ò   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR POSITION -  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY  
 

GOT A MINUTE PASTOR? 

This is Joe Nilsenôs second book!  He has graciously com-

mitted to contribute all proceeds and royalties from the sale 

of this book to the NLS to support expenses for the Execu-

tive Director.  Buying directly from Joe instead of online 

brings more funds to the NLS.  Should you like to purchase 

a book, please send $15 to him at;  

Joe Nilsen 

2140 Ona Road 

Crossville, TN  38572 

Joe is pictured with his 

first book; Lost and 

Found which can still be 

purchased from him as 

well. 

The PALANCA of BANNER Making  
 

 

 

 

 

Six visiting Cursillistas 

from 5 states and 2 host 

committee members gath-

ered to make banners.  

During our time together 

they prayed and made 

two beautiful banners that 

were given as palanca for 

the upcoming NLSAM at 

Colorado (2012) and A-

OK (2013).   

From North Carolina 

2011 to Colorado in 

2012 

SEE YOU THERE! 



 

 

SEMINAR -  THE LAW  
 

Diane Purcell presented 

the seminar on Law.  Weôre 

not talkinô 10 Command-

ments her or even biblical 

dietary prohibitions.  This is 

perhaps a little scarieré 

weôre talkinô I.R.S. and laws 

regarding not-for-profit or-

ganizations. 

Diane has been an ac-

countant for 21 years, mostly 

doing CPA and accounting work for not-for-profits.  She is 

currently financial advisor for the National Secretariat.  

Diane stressed the need for each secretariat to file their Form 

990 or 990EZ each and every year.  If you do not file for 3 

consecutive years you will lose your 501(c)(3).  She also said 

each secretariat needs to be aware of all state requirements 

for not-for-profits. 

Also recommended by Diane, is a permanent book contain-

ing all the secretariats corporate documents including:  State 

Corporate Charter, Articles of Incorporation, Notification 

from IRS of 501(c)(3)status, Constitution and Bylaws, NLS 

Signed Constitution, Website Domain Documents as well as 

any other important documents of your local secretariat. 

Diane is our board financial advisor and is there to help 

you with any of these issues if you would call or e-mail her.  

You can find contact information by going to 

www.viadecristo.org and clicking on ñcontact us.ò 
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Janet Cunningham was surprised to have her seminar enti-

tled ñThe Lifeò, yet she was happy to have others realize the 

passion that she has for music and the life that music gives 

to Worship.  She said that the number one job is not to lead 

music, it is to Worship.  When we Worship as a way of life, 

others feel safe and can come into the community and feel a 

part of the love and grace of Christ.  Music is not a ñSong 

timeò, it is a well planned Worship to give thanks and praise 

to God.   

Janet also shared about the ñThorn Roomò, as a place 

where only she can go and sing and have a relationship with 

God.  Even her husband is not allowed to come into this 

space.  The most important thing you can do is to prepare 

your heart for Worship, this lays the foundation for your 

Worship experience.  We were able to have a small time 

with Janet as she led us in some of her favorite Worship 

songs.  We left the seminar with a spring in our step and a 

song in our hearts. 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP  
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church set the tone for worship Sat-

urday evening from their first song ñOpen the Eyes of My 

Heart, Lord.ò Hearts were prepared in the evening service 

with musical selections ñLove the Lord,ò ñLive to Tell,ò and 

ñHere I Am to Worship.ò The scripture reading Luke 1:26-38 

focused on the Virgin Mary learning she had been chosen to 

bring Godôs only son into the world. This followed the Gos-

pel reading John 19:25b-27. 

Each of Jesus followers saw their lives changed in varied 

ways during Jesus ministry on Earth. While Maryôs own 

thoughts and feelings are not recorded in the Gospel, atten-

dees at the NLS meeting were able to hear this untold story 

through the evening meditation ñMary Remembers.ò 

Peg Hites portrayed Mary as an old woman looking back 

on her life as Jesusô mother 

and reflecting on her own 

memories with John while 

watching her son fulfill his 

mission to change the 

world. Mary recalled a 

vivid light reflected the 

warmth and tenderness of 

Godôs presence at Jesus 

birth. 

Hites shared Maryôs 

pain, confusion and won-

derment as Jesus disap-

peared from the family as a 

little boy to speak in the 

temple and performed 

miracles like turning water 

into wine at a wedding. 

Mary and her family fol-

lowed Jesus from afar dur-

ing his Earthly ministry. 

She journeyed so she could 

be with Jesus in his final 

moments on the cross. 

ñHe saw through the torn 

place in my soul and with 

His last Breath he tried to make me whole when I looked at 

His face,ò said Hites, her hands trembling as she dramatized 

Maryôs memory about her final encounter with Jesus. ñNo 

one could ever take His place. He is the light and continues to 

show us the way.ò 

Following the ñMary Remembersò mediation, the Holy 

Trinity praise band returned to perform the songs ñMarvelous 

Light/God of Wondersò and ñAll I Need.ò NLS officers were 

installed followed by a special offering to support outreach. 

The service ended with prayers and benediction followed 

by the song ñBlessed be Your Name.ò  

http://www.viadecristo.org


 

 


