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OPENING WORSHIP  
 
Rev. Dean Nelson, Bishop of Southwest California Synod 
opened our first worship service, with a warm Welcome to 
California - the land of sea, surf, blue sky. 
 
Sermon verse: 2 Peter 3:18 - Let grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  To Him be 
glory now and forever! Amen. 
 
In the past people knew God because that is how they were 
raised.  Even if people did not know Him they knew about 
Him.  Most people today live in a biblically illiterate soci-
ety, where fifty percent of the people don’t know Jesus. 
 
We are encouraged through daily conversation and prayer to 
know God.  This relationship that is built with God must 
however include others.  Don’t let your relationship with 
God be individualistic.  You need to share Him with others. 
 
We also need reminders from others.  We need the voice of 
others to speak to the spirit inside us to be reminded that we 
are all undeserving of the grace and love that Jesus so freely 
gives.  We learned from Bishop Nelson’s talk that we need 
to live and grow everyday in the knowledge of His mercy 
and grace.  Then lift up your brothers and sisters, as you 
share your voice. 
 
We were inspired to hear: 
 You are the example of Christ. 
 You are the Holy ones 
 You are the Godly ones. 
 Be the people of God that He has called you to be. 
 Go in His name.  AMEN! 

LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY 
 
Each year we have the privilege to travel to different parts of 
the United States and this is the first time we have ventured this 
far west.  (Could Hawaii also be in our future some day?)  For 
the history buffs among us I learned the following about this 
campus. “The names Loyola and Marymount have been associ-
ated with the tradition of excellence in Catholic higher educa-
tion for nearly 500 years and have held a presence in Los Ange-
les throughout the city’s history.”  Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity (LMU) is a merger of the Jesuit institutions and the Sisters 
of the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary from the East 
Coast.   
 
Some of the history finds that LMU is the successor to the first 
institution of higher learning in southern California: St. Vin-
cent’s College for Boys, inaugurated in 1865 by the Vincentian 
Fathers in LA.  They incorporated as Loyola College of LA in 
1918.  It was in 1923 that the Sisters of the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart of Mary were sent to LA to establish their first 
West Coast school.  Ten years later they opened Marymount 
Junior College in Westwood, retaining the Marymount name 
that had been used at their school on the East Coast and in 
Europe.   
 
Both institutions continued to grow and in 1968 Marymount 
College moved to the Westchester campus of Loyola University 
as an autonomous college.  At this juncture, the Sisters of the 
Religious of Saint Joseph of Orange, who had established a 
presence in California in 1912, joined the Marymount sisters as 
partners.  
 
After five years of sharing faculties and facilities, Loyola Uni-
versity and Marymount College merged in July 1973 and 
formed LMU.  Through this union, the expanded school main-
tained the mission of Catholic higher education in Los Angeles.  
Thus the rich history of the Jesuit educational philosophy as 
well as the history of the Sisters of the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary and the Sisters of the Religious of Saint Joseph 
of Orange.  Now you have a little knowledge of how this cam-
pus came to be.  Let me leave you with a LMU quote: “For the 
greater glory of God direct us by Your light.”    
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KNOW, GROW, GO  
 
Pastor Paul Schmidlin gave Thursday’s Keynote address focus-
ing on the theme to Know, Grow, and Go.  Pastor Paul made 
his Via de Cristo weekend in 1987 in Ottawa Lake, Michigan.  
He is from the Good News Via de Cristo community in Ohio 
and attended his first NLS meeting in 1993.  Paul has served the 
Lutheran church as a parish pastor for 30 years. 
 
Paul began with the statement that needs to fill our heads with 
ideas and our hearts with fire.  Know, Grow, Go!   These three 
must fit together --- maybe not always in the same order, but we 
should not attempt one without the others. 
 
What does it mean to be a Christian?  One who loves and fol-
lows Christ.  What does it mean to be Lutheran?  We are con-
fessional; we are justified by faith.  We follow the theology of 
the cross.  Paul emphasized that we are at the same time saints 
and sinners. 
 
In Via de Cristo we need to know all of the parts on our week-
ends.  Prayer is palanca, the most essential dynamic of all.  We 
know our meditations, talks, posters, decuria, silent retreat, 
worship, and closing.  To grow we need to keep learning. 
Weekenders grow in many dimensions, as do we all.  Life can 
and does become sacramental.  Our weekends become a sacra-
mental experience of the living God.  
 
We were reminded that it is critical to keep honoring our three-
day movement --- the essentials --- building together to bring 
hearts to know Jesus Christ.  Growth requires active interaction 
within the community. 
 
Paul referenced Jim Collins, author of two books, Good to 
Great and Built to Last.  He shared some business principles we 
can use. The right people are our best assets --- how about our 
reunion groups? A culture of discipline --- accountability of 

BUSINESS MEETING 
 
The NLS 2006 business meeting was opened by President 
Larry Withham, after a brief introduction, Pastor Joe Nilsen 
gave an opening prayer.  Larry then introduced each mem-
ber of the board along with their functions on the NLS 
board.  President Withham requested that the Lay Delegates 
please read each of the Board members reports from last 
year found in the notebooks.     
 
As a delegation we will be electing three offices at this 
year’s meeting.  Lucy Hightower, head of the nominating 
committee reported the following names.  Nominated for 
Spiritual Director is John Propst, for Treasure is Jerry Lem-
cke and Vice President of Administration is Nanette Hel-
gager.  The voting for these new board members will take 
place at the Friday’s business meeting.  At this time the 
board would accept any additional names from the floor.  
 
During last years business meeting an open discussion was 
held on the possibility of a National Coordinator to the 
Board.  Larry gave a brief overlay of that discussion and 
stated that during the Friday Business meeting, the subject 
would be revisited with an open discussion. 
 
Tracy Schmidlin talked about the Seminars and Commit-
tees, what they were, where they will be held and noted that 
on the back wall of St. Robert’s Hall was a list of who and 
when each person was attending.    
 
Larry gave the delegates information on when and where 
the photo for the new delegates would be held.  He also 
stated that the small group breakouts would not begin until 
Friday after dinner.  Pastor Steve Hartten from the Colorado 
VdC closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Piety, Study and Action. 
 
We need to maintain and build on historical core values so 
that it connects us as a community.  So much damage is 
done when we go forth without inspiration, direction and 
focus.  In order to grow in Christ we must die to ourselves.  
As we are going, we are actually dying.  Lastly, Paul re-
minded us that cross-bearing is the aim of every disciple. 

MORE THAN ONE THIRD AT THE 2006 ANNUAL MEETING ARE FIRST TIMERS!  
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SO WHERE DO I GO NEXT? 
 
The Southern and Central Valley California host team is 
poised to make sure you are headed in the right direction 
as we find signage and guides to assist us each step of 
the way.  Donalee Townsend (L) and Barbara Marthens
(R) are two of the hosts who provided assistance to us. 

 

ORIENTATION — Welcome to the NLS 
 
Tracy Schmidlin, the Vice President of Administration, 
opened our annual meeting with the orientation session that 
was very well attended.  The room was filled with all who 
were eager to hear what they needed to know to have this be 
a productive Annual Meeting. 
 

Tracy shared some great information about the background 
history of our organization and the reason the secretariat was 
established; which is to make sure we had a common ground 
for all of our communities to conduct our weekends with.   
Knowing that we have a common set of essentials for all of 
us to use and follow is an assurance that we all definitely 
have things in common. There may be differences in the vari-
ous Secretariats but we do follow the same essentials for our 
weekends.  The purpose of the National Lutheran Secretariat 
was quoted to the group from the NLS constitution. 
 

We learned the importance of being here and gathering infor-
mation from all the various secretariats represented.  This is a 
good time to learn what things we do that are the same, what 
things we do that are different and what things we can take 
back to our own communities to improve or to know that we 
are maintaining the integrity of the movement. 
 

Did you know that there are community start ups happening 
all over the world and not just here in the America.  Some 
other countries and tropical islands need our help to get their 
movements off the ground.  You don’t even have to speak 
their language.  Since we all know the essentials we all 
should be able to help anywhere there is help needed.  We are 
currently at 43 secretariats and adding a new one shortly. 
 

The number of secretariats continues to grow and with that 
the opportunity to build up more leaders for the mission of 
sharing the gospel with others. For example, understanding 
why our secretariats changed from being called Cursillo to 
VdC shows we are communities committed to sharing this 
with other denominations as brothers and sisters of Christ. 

 

If you missed the orientation session you missed some good 
information!  We will all miss Tracy as the VP of Administra-
tion.  She has given an enthusiastic presentation because what 
she shares is from her heart.  Bravo and blessings for a great 
service to our community. 

“KNOW JESUS” 
Thursday evening worship began with several songs proclaim-
ing our Lord’s sovereignty and power as our weekend commu-
nity has begun to bond and praise together.  Pastor Barry Vail 
of St. Stephen’s/Valley Lutheran in Palmdale, Ca gave an up-
lifting, interactive message that inspired and challenged us. 
 

“We know Jesus, yes we do…..we know Jesus, how about 
you?” 
 

Why do we work weekends?  Most of us feel we know the an-
swer.  We give our heart and soul to our community of believ-
ers so they will experience the joy and love of their Father’s 
heart.  It is not enough to know what we know….that the joy of 
Jesus is available.  We, as a community need to instill the pas-
sion and desire to those that are given into our care. 
 

Thank you Pastor Barry for reminding us….that we are attend-
ing this weekend as witnesses – witnesses to the love and grace 
that has blessed team, pilgrims, and communities that are will-
ing to share what they know and not keep it to themselves. 
May we all have a servant’s heart as we learn from one another 
and share our experiences. 
 

“We know 
Jesus, yes 
we do…..we 
know Jesus, 
how about 
YOU!”   
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CONEXIONES is the official 
publication of the National Lutheran 
Secretariat, a national association of 
the Via de Cristo (Way of Christ) 
movement, representing over 84,000 
who have participated in 44 
movements across the U.S.  The pur-
pose of this publication is to inform 
the delegates about the activities of 
the Annual Meeting. 
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You will find the daily 
newsletters on the NLS 
website:   

 www.viadecristo.org 

Schedule for Friday, July 28, 2006 

Time Event Location Building 

  7:00 a.m. Breakfast Main Dining Student Ctr Malone Student Center 

  8:00 a.m. Worship Chapel Rm. 100 Seaver Science Hall 

  9:30 a.m. Forum:“Spiritual Direction ” St. Roberts Auditorium *SRH or STR 

10:30 a.m. Business Meeting St. Roberts Auditorium *SRH or STR 

12:30 p.m. Lunch Main Dining Student Ctr  

  1:30 p.m. Seminar #1 “Follow the Leader” Room 300 AB (3rd floor) Hilton 

  1:30 p.m. Seminar #2   “ABC’s of VdC”  Room 300 CD (3rd floor) Hilton 

  1:30 p.m. Seminar #3  “Rekindle the Fire”  Room 200 Seaver Science Hall 

  1:30 p.m. Seminar #4   “Tax Time”  Room 102 Communication Arts 

  2:30 p.m. Repeat Seminars 1-3    

 Seminar #5   “How to on the Web”  Room 102 Communication Arts 

  4:00 p.m. Committee Work See detailed schedule See detailed schedule 

  6:00 p.m. Dinner Main Dining Student Ctr Malone Student Center 

  7:00 p.m. Small Group Breakouts To be Arranged *SRH or STR 

  8:15 p.m. Worship Chapel Rm. 100 Seaver Science Hall 

       p.m. Hospitality & Music Lobby in the dorms McCarthy Hall 

PALANCA POSTERS 
 
Don’t forget to sign the Palanca Posters.  They will be both 
in St. Robert’s Hall during the day, Room #248 and back in 
the dorms in the evening. We ask that all palanca posters 
remain together until Saturday evening.  This should allow 
plenty of time for everyone to sign the posters.   

*SRH or STR stands for St. Roberts Hall.  It is the main building we will be using for meetings and fo-
rums; it is located between the dining hall and the dorms. (F-4 see map on the back of your notebook.)   

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
 
The emergency phone number to give to your family and 
friends at home is: 818-693-2008.  Please only use for 
emergencies.  (This is the cell phone number for Lida 
Damien.) 
 
During your stay if you have an emergency you may 
contact a host member by calling either Cheryl duBois at 
661-547-0177 (Room 122) or Nanette Helgager at 818-
535-9980. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
Just a reminder that committees are not assigned, look for 
the descriptions in your book and feel free to join one.  If 
this is your first NLS meeting, may we suggest that you join 
the Palanca / Banner group to help make banners for the 
newest Secretariats?  This is a good way to get to know 
people from other communities. 

WELCOME from the hospitality crew!!  
It is so good to see so many here. Please remember to make 
new friends and say hello to the old ones you know so well. 
 
A reminder that snacks, drinks & coffee are available nearly 
24/7 in the Hospitality Suites, first floor of McCarthy Hall 
Dorms. (Coffee may not be available after 1 am until 4 am) 
 
Melissa Aragon will be up and available if anyone has any 
needs or questions till about 3 am every night. Please feel free 
to come down (or holler from second floor overlook) if there is 
anything she can help you with. She is in Room 133 if you 
have needs between 3 am and when someone else wakes and 
becomes available. PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO KNOCK 
if you need or want something. That’s what she is here for. 


